CITY OF

SAN JOSE Office of the City Manager

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY
April 8, 2026

The Honorable Marc Berman
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8130
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill (AB) 2313: Gas Corporations: Gas Distribution Service Line
Replacements: Alternatives — SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Berman:

On behalf of the City of San José (“the City”’) and San José Clean Energy (SJCE), I write in
strong support for AB 2313, the Home Energy Choice Act. This bill takes an important step
toward removing barriers to home electrification and assists California in reaching its carbon
neutrality, climate equity, and affordability goals.

The City aims to achieve communitywide carbon neutrality by 2030 through the Climate Smart
San José plan. This plan includes two electrification strategies — switching appliances from fossil
fuel to electric and powering communities with 100 percent carbon-neutral electricity. SJCE
serves over 350,000 customers and administers clean energy programs. These programs support
heat pump adoption, induction cooking, panel upgrades, and incentive and rebate programs
targeting low-income residents to decrease emissions and stabilize utility costs in the long term.

AB 2313 offers a pragmatic and cost-effective solution to the growing challenge of aging gas
infrastructure. Gas service line replacements can cost over $20,000 or more per household, with
ratepayers incurring these expenses. AB 2313 aligns with the ongoing efforts of the California
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to plan for a managed, equitable transition of the gas
system. It also deepens the California Legislature’s decarbonization commitment with the
enactment of Senate Bill 1221 (Min) in the 2023/24 session.

AB 2313 provides customers the choice to electrify when aging gas lines must be replaced,
preventing households from locking into costly fossil fuel infrastructure. By redirecting
investments from unnecessary gas line replacements toward electrification, the bill promotes
efficient use of ratepayer funds and reduces the risk of stranded assets. AB 2313 also directs the
CPUC to establish a statewide incentive program that can complement local programs and help
scale electrification by reducing upfront costs. Importantly, the bill prioritizes equity by
expanding outreach to disadvantaged communities most vulnerable to rising gas system costs.

As residents increasingly electrify through SJCE programs, state policy must ensure customers
are not required to reinvest in gas infrastructure at the same time. AB 2313 provides that
alignment and supports a cost-effective, equitable transition. On behalf of the City, I offer our
support to advance AB 2313 through the legislature.
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Sincerely,

Mgfgd

Emily Lam
Director, City Manager’s Office of Administration, Policy, and Intergovernmental Relations

CC:  The Honorable Patrick Ahrens
The Honorable Ash Kalra, Member, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
The Honorable Alex Lee
The Honorable Gail Pellerin
The Honorable Cottie Petrie-Norris, Chair, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
The Honorable Joe Patterson, Vice Chair, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
Other Honorable Members, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
Laura Shybut, Chief Consultant, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
Alexa Cohill-Milanick, Science and Technology Fellow, Assembly Utilities and Energy
Committee
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