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January 21, 2026 

 

 

The Honorable Scott Wiener 

California State Senate 

1021 O Street, Suite 7610 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

  

RE: Senate Bill 222 (Wiener): Residential Heat Pump Systems: Water Heaters and HVAC: 

Installations 

 

Dear Senator Wiener, 

 

On behalf of the City of San José, I am writing to express our support for your bill, Senate Bill 

(SB) 222, which would help California meet its heat pump adoption and building electrification 

goals. SB 222 will further California’s statewide goal of deploying six million heat pumps while 

addressing climate change and demonstrating leadership in the adoption of clean energy 

technologies. The bill will also accelerate San José’s local efforts to meet our ambitious climate 

goals. 

 

San José Clean Energy (SJCE) is the largest single-jurisdiction Community Choice Aggregation 

program in the state, providing clean, reliable electric generation services to more than 350,000 

residential and business accounts and serving nearly one million residents. SJCE has 

launched significant rebate and incentive programs to support the adoption of high-efficiency 

electric heat pumps for space and water heating, with a focus on affordability, customer 

education, and contractor engagement. These programs are designed to prepare residents and 

businesses for upcoming Bay Area Air Quality Management District regulations and to ensure a 

smooth and equitable transition away from fossil-fueled appliances. 

California has demonstrated leadership by enacting laws that streamline and automate permitting 

for solar and residential battery storage. SB 222 builds on this progress by ensuring 

that permitting processes for heat pumps are similarly streamlined and that fees are tied to the 

cost of service. These reforms are essential to enabling the rapid, large-scale deployment of heat 

pumps and reducing soft costs that can otherwise be a barrier for households and small 

businesses. 

We recognize that SB 222 will undergo further refinement, and the City of San José is 

committed to continued engagement with your office and other stakeholders—particularly on 

issues related to fee caps, liability, and implementation details. Thank you for your leadership on 

building electrification and for advancing policies that will improve public health, reduce climate 

pollution, and lower long-term energy costs for Californians. For these reasons, the City of San 

José strongly supports SB 222 and looks forward to continued collaboration as the bill moves 

forward. 
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Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Emily Lam 

Director, Office of Administration, Policy 

and Intergovernmental Relations 


